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French photographer-couple Sam and Virginie Wiss love photographing beautiful natural landscapes 
and destination weddings. We featured the couple in our April 2014 issue, when they were based in 
New Zealand, where we spoke about their passion for landscape photography. Now based in Moorea in 
French Polynesia, the duo’s other passion is shooting fashion. This month, we spoke to the couple and 
asked them to give some handy tips on shooting fashion.
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Draw out a plan for your 
shoot. Think about it the day 
before. Visualise your models 
into the location, with the 
clothes or outfits you have. We 
always draw a rough sketch to 

1

2
3

4

have the same vision, and fix this vision for 
the day of the shoot. Just ask the model to 
come with only the clothes you need, no 
less no more, to stay focussed with your 
first idea. After that, of course, you can do 
momentary improvisations as required.

Choose the right model. Take 
the time to discuss with your 
model and find a good one. 
If you are not on good terms 
with the model or don’t know 
her at all, it’s not possible to 

work well. She needs to be confident as well 
and you need to know her before, because 
to ideate your shoot, she will inspire you. 
She is a big part of the shoot, and she needs 
to be active, so explain the concept of the 
shoot. This way she will arrive with the same 
understanding, and will know what you are 
looking for.

Choose the right location. 
Go to see the place and find 
original locations, depending 
on clothes. Take the time to 
find unique places; to walk 
and drive around hunting 

locations is all part of the job. You need 
to be focussed on all aspects of the place. 
It needs to be like you want it; get it 
cleaned if needed; check the place during 
different moments of the day too, to really 
understand your location.

Choose the right moment for 
the light, depending on which 
atmosphere you want and 
the place; of course avoid the 
10am – 2pm time period. 
Don’t forget to use flash if the 

light is too strong and if you don’t want to 
use shadow. A cloud is not suppose to ruin 
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all your projects, and you need to know if 
the flash is or not the best idea to fix this 
problem, as it will change a lot of things.

Find a B plan. Your shoot can 
be cancelled because of rain, 
and the make-up artist, the 
model scheduled and designer 
will not wait for good weather, 
it is a part of the job to find the 

solution. Don’t be afraid of the rain, it could 
also give awesome photos, if it works with 
your project of course. There are a lot of 
things to protect your camera (plastic bag, 
umbrella held by an assistant, or cover).

Try your light before the 
model’s come to your studio 
for each shooting. You need 
to know perfectly where to 
put your lights and don’t wait 
for the model to do that. Your 

model needs to feel you’re confident. You 
can readjust, of course, but just that, know 
perfectly well beforehand where to put your 
lights and how to programme your manual 
mode camera.

Don’t take it too easy and try 
difficult compositions with lights 
when in a studio. Don’t just put 
the light in front of the model. 

The studio is here to help you to try shadows 
and light, not just light. Keep in mind a studio 
shoot is totally different from an outdoor 
shoot, and for that you need to work the aim 
of the studio: light!

The same goes for outdoor 
shoot: try another angle, take 
your time, even if there is a model 
waiting, she can understand you 
are thinking, don’t feel that you are 
forced to rush. Let the time give 
you some inspiration.

Shoot on manual and low ISO, 
to avoid noise.
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Don’t show your 
model photos, but if 
you want just show 
a few not each one. 

The model might not like necessarily her 
photos and that could compromise the 
rest of your shoot. Some models are not 
professional enough to be sure of their 
own image, if you show her photo after 
each shot, she might not be confident for 
the rest of the shoot. Your camera is also 
not your computer, and the image will 
eventually be edited.
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